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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Cooperators,

We are pleased to present the 34" edition of Krishak Saarathi, a reflection of India’s continuing progress in the
cooperative and agricultural sectors. The recent months have witnessed significant developments that reaffirm
our nation’s dedication to empowering farmers, strengthening cooperatives, and promoting sustainable
agricultural growth.

Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah, several
landmark initiatives have taken shape—ranging from the inauguration of India’s largest dairy facility at Sabar
Dairy, Rohtak, to the expansion of the Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil Cooperative Sugar Factory in Ahilyanagar,
Mabharashtra, and the establishment of the country’s first cooperative-based multi-feed Compressed Biogas
(CBG) plant at Kopargaon, Maharashtra. These initiatives underline the growing strength of India’s cooperative
framework and its crucial role in advancing rural prosperity.

In line with the government’s focus on farmer welfare, initiatives such as the “National Pulses Mission’, revision of Minimum Support Prices
for rabi crops, and the disbursal of the 21" instalment of PM-KISAN have brought renewed optimism to farming communities, particularly
those affected by natural calamities. Further, programmes like Maitri 2.0—A collaborative cross-incubation effort with Russia and
Brazil—demonstrate India’s proactive steps in strengthening international agricultural partnerships and promoting knowledge exchange.

This edition also covers the deliberations of the National Agriculture Conference — Rabi Abhiyan 2025, chaired by Hon’ble Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers” Welfare Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, which focused on enhancing foodgrain production, developing climate-
resilient farming systems, and ensuring nutritional security for all.

At KRIBHCO, our commitment to the cooperative movement remains steadfast. The 45" Annual General Meeting held in New Delhi
reflected our sustained growth, financial stability, and continuous efforts to serve farmers through efficient supply chains, soil health
initiatives, and sustainable solutions. We also take pride in recognising the exemplary contributions of our Sahkarita Award recipients, whose
dedication continues to inspire cooperative excellence across the country.

Through these significant milestones and inspiring achievements, the 34" edition of Krishak Saarathi seeks to celebrate the collective spirit of
cooperation, resilience, and progress that defines Indian agriculture. As we move forward, KRIBHCO remains dedicated to supporting the
vision of'a self-reliant and prosperous farming community. Q

V.S.R. Prasad
Director (Mktg.), KRIBHCO

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present the 34" edition of Krishak Saarathi, reflecting KRIBHCO’s continued journey of
cooperation, progress, and prosperity under the guiding vision of “Sahkar Se Samriddhi.” Each edition reaffirms our
commitment to empowering farmers and strengthening the cooperative movement across the nation.

This edition captures several key developments that mark important milestones in KRIBHCO’s growth. The
appointment of Shri S. S. Yadav as Managing Director brings renewed leadership and direction, while the visit of a
high-level delegation from the Sultanate of Oman opens new avenues of cooperation in sustainable agriculture.

Looking ahead, the upcoming month Krishi Karya segment continues to guide farmers with seasonal insights,
improved techniques, and expert advice for better productivity during the Rabi season.

Through these highlights, this edition embodies KRIBHCO’s enduring dedication to cooperative growth and farmer prosperity. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to our readers for their continued trust and support as we move together towards a stronger and more sustainable

agricultural future. @ﬁ/,

Dr. Vinod Kumar Tiwari
Jt. GM (Mkig. & PR), KRIBHCO
EDITORIAL BOARD

Sh. V. S. R. Prasad, Director (Mktg.) Sh. Devisht Agarwal, DM (MS) Sh. Mohit, DM (Mktg.)
Chairman Member IT and Technical Member-Industry updates

Dr. V. K. Tiwari, Jt. GM (Mktg. & PR) Sh. Guruprasad Hiremath, DM (Mktg.) Sh. Manoj Reddy, AM (Mktg.)

Chief Editor Editing, Design and Circulation Member-Cooperative
Dr. Tejinder Singh, Jt. GM (Mktg.)
Member (FAS)
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Ministry of Cooperation News

Hon’ble Union Home & Cooperation Minister Amit Shah Inaugurates

< 350 Crore Sabar Dairy Plant in Rohtak, Boosting Farmers’ Prosperity

Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister, Shri Amit Shah,
inaugurated the Sabar Dairy Plant in Rohtak, Haryana. The
ceremony was attended by Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana Shri
Nayab Singh Saini, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Cooperation
Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, and Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Rao
Inderjit Singh, along with several dignitaries.

Shri Shah said that Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
fulfilled a long-pending demand of farmers by creating a separate
Ministry of Cooperation, which has laid a strong foundation for the
cooperative movement. He expressed confidence that by 2029,
every panchayat in India will have its own cooperative society.

Built at a cost of 350 crore, the Sabar Dairy Plant is India’s largest
facility for producing curd, buttermilk, and yogurt, with a daily
capacity of 150 MT curd, 10 MT yogurt, 3 lakh liters of buttermilk,
and 10,000 kg of sweets. Shri Shah said the plant will meet the
growing demand in the Delhi-NCR region and boost farmers’
prosperity.

Recalling Sabar Dairy’s roots in Gujarat’s Sabarkantha district, he
highlighted its success in engaging 35 lakh women in a cooperative
business worth ¥85,000 crore annually. Sabar Dairy has now
expanded operations to nine states, including Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh.

Shri Shah also urged the adoption of modern livestock technologies
like embryo transfer and sex-determination, and encouraged
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beekeeping, organic farming, and biogas initiatives. He noted that India’s dairy sector has grown by 70% in the last decade, with milk
production rising from 146 to 239 million tonnes and per capita availability from 124gto471g.

Under White Revolution 2.0, over 75,000 new dairy societies and 46,000 strengthened cooperatives are planned to raise milk processing
capacity to 100 million liters per day by 2028-29. Shri Shah also announced new national cooperative societies for animal feed, manure
management, and circular economy initiatives, reaffirming the government’s commitment to make India self-reliant in dairy infrastructure.
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Hon'ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah Inaugurates Expanded
Capacity of Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil Cooperative Sugar Factory in Maharashtra

Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister, Shri Amit Shah, recently inaugurated the expanded facilities of the Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil
Cooperative Sugar Factory in Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra, and unveiled the life-size statues of Padma Shri Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil and Padma
Bhushan Balasaheb Vikhe Patil. The event was attended by prominent dignitaries, including Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra
Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Ministers of Maharashtra Shri Eknath Shinde and Shri Ajit Pawar, and Hon’ble Union
Minister of State for Cooperation Shri Murlidhar Mohol.

He noted the challenges faced by farmers in the state, as over 60 lakh hectares of farmland were recently affected by heavy rains. The Centre
and the state government have jointly extended financial support of ¥5,347 crore, along with direct aid of 10,000 and 35 kg of food grains to
over 31 lakh farmers. Measures such as suspension of short-term agricultural loan recovery and exemptions in land revenue and school
examinations have also been implemented to provide relief.

Paying tribute to the pioneering contributions of Padma Shri Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil, he highlighted how the establishment of the first
cooperative sugar mill laid the foundation for farmers’ prosperity not only in Maharashtra but across several states. Profits from sugar mills
were directly transferred to farmers, bypassing intermediaries, and this vision significantly strengthened India’s cooperative movement
alongside leaders like Dhananjayrao Gadgil and Vaikunthbhai Mehta. The legacy of Padma Bhushan Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil was also
emphasized, who further empowered the cooperative sector by channeling profits into education, healthcare, and rural development, and
whose efforts in saving cooperative banks in Gujarat through the Reserve Bank of India have had a lasting impact on rural and cooperative
development.

The Dr. Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil Cooperative Sugar Factory, originally established in 1950—51 with a capacity of 500 tonnes of sugarcane per
day, has now been upgraded to process 7,200 tonnes per day, with plans to further increase to 15,000 tonnes. The alcohol distillation plant has
expanded from 15 kilolitres per day to 92 kilolitres per day, with approval to reach 240 kilolitres per day, while the ethanol plant has grown
from 20 kilolitres per day to 150 kilolitres. The biogas and cogeneration plants have also significantly increased their capacities.

Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the number of sugar mills in India has risen by 67, sugar production has
increased by 1 million metric tonnes, and ethanol production and blending capacities have expanded substantially. Furthermore, the
cooperative sector has been accorded the same status as corporations for tax settlements, with relief from annual financial burdens and the
enactment of a Settlement Act to regularize cooperatives with retrospective effect. Emphasizing the need for modernization, he urged
cooperative sugar mills to diversify production, including multi-feed ethanol, frozen vegetables, fruit pulp, and juices, even during the non-
crushing season, assuring that financial support for these initiatives would be provided by the National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC), and priority in ethanol procurement has been granted to cooperatives.

He also highlighted broader government
measures, including GST reductions on key
food items, and urged citizens to pledge for
the use of Indian-made products,
emphasizing that such initiatives would
strengthen the domestic economy and
enhance India’s global standing. The
expanded facility of the cooperative sugar
factory, alongside the legacy of the Vikhe
Patils, reflects the ongoing commitment to
farmers’ welfare, rural development, and the
multi-dimensional growth of the cooperative
sector in India.
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Hon’ble Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah Inaugurates India’s
First Cooperative Multi-Feed Compressed Biogas Plant in Maharashtra
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Hon’ble Union Minister of Home and Cooperation Shri Amit Shah inaugurated India’s first cooperative multi-feed Compressed Biogas
(CBQ@) plant at Kopargaon in Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra, along with a potash granule production unit at the Maharshi Shankarrao Kolhe
Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana. The event was graced by Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble Deputy Chief
Ministers of Maharashtra Shri Eknath Shinde and Shri Ajit Pawar, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Cooperation Shri Murlidhar Mohol,
and other dignitaries.

Addressing the gathering, Shri Amit Shah described the initiative as a historic milestone for India’s cooperative sugar sector. The CBG plant
will produce 12 tons of Biogas and 75 tons of Potash daily from jaggery and molasses, promoting self-reliance and reducing import
dependence through a 100% circular economy model.

He announced that the Government of India, through the National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), will support 15 sugar
mills in establishing similar CBG and potash units, encouraging cooperatives to diversify into multi-dimensional operations such as fruit
processing to enhance profitability.

Highlighting farmer welfare, Shri Shah mentioned the ‘Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses’ with an allocation of 11,340 crore,
establishment of 1,000 processing units, distribution of 38 lakh seed kits, and 100% MSP procurement through NAFED and NCCF. He also
noted the recent MSP hike for key crops and GST reductions on agricultural machinery and inputs benefiting millions of farmers.

The Maharshi Shankarrao Kolhe Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana was praised as a model of circular economy practices and sustainability.
Shri Shah also acknowledged the Sanjeevani Group’s contributions in renewable energy, women’s empowerment, rural employment,
fisheries, and education.

He highlighted the transformative role of the Ministry of Cooperation in strengthening rural economies and urged citizens to support
indigenous products to help India emerge as the world’s third-largest economy. Concluding his address, he appealed to citizens to plant trees in
honour of their mothers and Mother Earth, promoting environmental sustainability.

The inauguration of this cooperative CBG plant marks a significant step towards self-reliance, sustainable energy, and inclusive rural growth
across India’s cooperative sector.




KRIBHCO

Cooperative and beyond...

A 8 gd deaidar 30 st siffa wne Sft 9 weiele o

AN Aqre & aiftfed ded &l Gaifea fear

DU T8 Td FEdbIRar 730 A sf 31 e oft, o @ weieie ¥ smafia aa e Wi gger) G o aiffe 35 ¥ 1= afafyr o
wu A wftfad g | sEa ¥ S a1 srdwd vd S 730 o wage arsfaar S afea sme faftre sifafd sufea <@

U GAE § SN BaT 6 A gueEA st Rew A S @
greeff g ¥ Ifod geRar dATed WeHIRar sidiaq & sfuerd
¥ & wecayel #id &1 UeeR 2 | Ugd Sigl < @ f3end gHRl ofd
P1 GaTed PN G310 & Efi9 U WY wfad & W R BT o,
98] 39 UH Wdd HAGT S TS 4 RISl fhar, ugureasd i
TEuTa® g ArIfead 8 @ § | 39 SS9 RS &1 Sfua
yfawa TRl wu A S @rdl § ur< 81 &1 |

S-ei garar fb g1l @ auf ¥ 60 @ ARG U g Yo P AE T —
o wrerfies ofY o afafaal (PACS) &1 fSfSieefiavor, mem
frmtor, ST WEHIRar &1 faar AR o v RS wnfia
2 | 31 ATl A 9 UOTTel) B YASifad fmar @ o i W 9 SieR
g <&l off | ugal adf ¥ ReRdr urd ¥ & 4TS, 39 &89 § THIT 12
wferera @1 gfe gl P 2 1

FIHH & IR N e S A Tedle e gge I fafics @
IPpte U B WIEAT D | I Seaw fHar f6 §¢ 4 o
Syaferdt siid @ ¥, NABARD §RT &3 9 GHIIfId gaT 2, eI
fred d9ia <ol 9 sua A¢ Y v gfiera 9 f o9 w1 2| %
framY & &0 19 R R F 0T I HRId g FRax @ sifvfa
PR IET 2 | 39 AR R & B gele1 91 191 & o faaRa fog
Y T HEHR afifaal &1 N g gBR gar g T |

Y TrE Sft 7 R 7T WRER doadHTs ued AR Wity s fagsers
YsIfSar &) ufaHrsn’ &1 3Taxer far X Gea1iRdr & G¥rb g+ d
S® AN B T84 foar | 3819 feaml @ arafe sdval ik
DI BT SYANT T adT sifae @) U= &1 3mas fear,
R dgav w@rey, Afte A AR ARas Sifade IR § 9RTG #)
Rerfay Aoiqa & wa |

AR & YA G/ R 811 T BT JHAGHEAN I gY el $ g1
2 A g WA off gRr et Shigadt & s faamr sik
ARR@T & ot te el SUsR 2, o $fY 3k eard &= 3t 3ilk
Afere werh TG |




£
g
S, °

International Year

2025 o Cooperatives E I I E ?ﬂ-
S~

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS’ WELFARE NEWS

Union Cabinet Approves National Pulses Mission and
Raises MSP to Boost Farmer Incomes

On the auspicious Navratri festival, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, approved two landmark
decisions that mark a significant boost for India’s farmers. Hon'ble Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Shri Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, announced the Cabinet’s approval of the ambitious ‘National Pulses Mission’ and the simultaneous increase in Minimum Support
Prices (MSP) for rabi crops. Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister on behalf of the farming community, Shri Chouhan noted that these
historic decisions will enhance food and nutritional security, strengthen farmers’ welfare, and promote agricultural growth. He emphasized
that the government has consistently aligned resources and schemes with the interests of farmers, underlining the Modi government’s

sensitivity and commitment to their well-being.

The ‘National Pulses Mission’ is designed to achieve self-sufficiency in pulses, improve nutrition, and raise farmer incomes. Its target is to
increase pulses production from 24.2 million tonnes in 2024-25 to 35 million tonnes by 2030-31. Special production and expansion
programmes will be implemented across 416 districts, including initiatives in rice-fallow areas, the distribution of high-quality breeder,
foundation, and certified seeds, promotion of intercropping, enhanced irrigation facilities, market linkages, and technical support. The
procurement of Tur, Urad, and Lentils at MSP will be ensured at 100 percent, guaranteeing farmers full returns. The Mission has been

allocated a budget 0f % 11,440 crore for 2025-26.

In addition, the MSP for rabi crops, including wheat, has been significantly increased, with farmers assured of returns of up to 109 percent over
the cost of production. The hikes include Safflower by 600 per quintal, Lentils by ¥300, Rapeseed and Mustard by 3250, Chana by 225,
Barley by %170, and Wheat by ¥160. These increases reflect the government’s commitment to the Hon'ble Union Budget 2018—19 promise of
setting MSPs at least 1.5 times the all-India weighted average cost of production. Compared to 2014—15, MSPs have more than doubled during
the Modi Government’s tenure, with Wheat Rising from 1,400 to 2,585 per quintal, Barley from 1,100 to 22,150, Gram (Chana) from
%3,100t0X5,875, Lentils from 2,950 to 7,000, Rapeseed/Mustard from 3,050 to 6,200, and Safflower from 3,000 to ¥6,540.

Shri Chouhan emphasized that these historic decisions reflect the government’s farmer-first approach and constitute decisive steps to enhance

farmers’ incomes, dignity, and national food and nutritional security. He assured that the National Pulses Mission, the MSP Policy, and other

related schemes will be implemented with full transparency, scientific rigor, and a primary focus on farmer welfare.
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India and Russia Strengthen Agricultural Cooperation and Expand Bilateral Trade

Hon'ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, held a meeting with His Excellency
Mr. Dmitry Patrushev, Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian
Federation, at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi. During the meeting, the two
leaders engaged in in-depth discussions on a broad range of issues of
mutual interest, with particular emphasis on deepening bilateral trade
and cooperation in the agriculture sector. Key areas of dialogue included
enhancing agricultural trade between the two countries, notably through
the expansion of India’s exports of agricultural products.

Welcoming the Deputy Prime Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
highlighted the exemplary level of mutual trust and understanding that
characterizes the longstanding partnership between India and Russia.
He shared India’s key priorities in agriculture, including ensuring food
security, enhancing farmer incomes, and promoting access to safe and
nutritious food for all. Reaffirming India’s commitment to the principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—the world is one family—
Shri Chouhan emphasized the role of international collaboration in advancing farmer welfare and ensuring food security.

Mr. Dmitry Patrushev underscored the longstanding and robust cooperation between India and Russia across multiple sectors, including
agriculture. He conveyed Russia’s keen interest in further deepening agricultural trade ties and expressed a desire to formalize the partnership
through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding. The discussions centered on enhancing mutual collaboration in agriculture,
balancing bilateral trade, and strengthening technical partnerships between the two countries. The Indian side emphasized the importance of
improved market access for key agricultural products in Russia and expressed optimism regarding the timely resolution of outstanding issues.

Both sides also agreed to expand cooperation in academic exchanges and scholarship opportunities for students, as well as to explore joint
initiatives in seed traceability systems aimed at promoting innovation and advancing technology-driven solutions in agriculture. The meeting
reaffirmed a shared commitment to strengthening collaboration in agricultural trade, education, research, and development, with a view to
promoting sustainable and inclusive growth in the sector.

The Russian delegation included Mr. Maksim Markovich, Deputy Minister of Agriculture; Mr. Denis Alipov, Ambassador of Russia to India;
and Mr. Sergey Dankvert, Head of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance. Representing India were Secretary of the
Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Shri Devesh Chaturvedi; the Additional Secretary from the Ministry of External Affairs; Joint
Secretaries from the International Cooperation Division and Plant Protection Division; the Advisor on Trade; the Deputy Director General of
Crop Sciences, Department of Agricultural Research and Education; officials from the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying; and
other senior dignitaries.
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Over X 540 Crore Transferred to Farmers of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,

and Uttarakhand under PM-KISAN

The Government of India has released the 21" instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme, with special
focus on providing relief to farmers of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, and Uttarakhand who have recently suffered extensive losses due to floods
and landslides. The announcement was made by the Hon'ble Union Agriculture Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, through video
conferencing in the presence of state agriculture ministers, Members of Parliament, legislators, senior officials, and representatives of farmer
groups. The three states have faced severe natural calamities in recent weeks, resulting in widespread crop damage and immense hardship for
farming families. Against this backdrop, more than 540 crore has been directly transferred into the bank accounts of over 27 lakh farmers,
including nearly 2.7 lakh women farmers. Each beneficiary will receive 2,000 under the scheme, intended to support immediate household
expenses, seed and fertilizer procurement, and preparation for the next sowing season.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Chouhan reiterated the Government’s commitment to stand by farmers in every circumstance. He emphasized
that the PM-KISAN instalment is not merely financial assistance but also an assurance that no farmer will be left unsupported during times of
adversity. A short documentary highlighting the challenges faced by farmers in the three states and the Government’s relief measures was also
screened during the event. The Minister further recalled the recent visit of the Hon’ble Prime Minister to the flood-affected regions, during
which he announced comprehensive relief packages amounting to 31,500 crore for Himachal Pradesh, 1,600 crore for Punjab, and 1,200
crore for Uttarakhand. These measures were supplemented with ex-gratia support for the families of the deceased and injured, along with
assistance under the PM CARES for Children scheme.

With the release of the 21" instalment, cumulative disbursements under PM-KISAN to the three states have surpassed 13,626 crore since the
scheme’s launch. The state-wise distribution of funds under the latest instalment is as follows: Himachal Pradesh: 8,01,045 beneficiaries,
%160.21 crore transferred, cumulative total 33,631 crore; Punjab: 11,09,895 beneficiaries, ¥221.98 crore transferred, cumulative total 26,553
crore; Uttarakhand: 7,89,128 beneficiaries, ¥157.83 crore transferred, cumulative total ¥3,442 crore. The timely release of this instalment
underscores the Government’s unwavering support for India’s farmers, particularly those grappling with the dual challenges of natural
disasters and livelihood disruptions
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India and Brazil Strengthen Partnership in Agri-Innovation through

Maitri 2.0 Cross-Incubation Programme

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) launched the second edition of the Brazil-India Cross-Incubation Programme in
Agritech, known as Maitri 2.0, in New Delhi. The event was attended by Dr. M. L. Jat, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR),
H.E. Mr. Kenneth Nobrega, Ambassador of Brazil to India, along with senior officials and representatives from leading Brazilian research and
innovation institutions.

Speaking at the launch, Dr. Jat highlighted the 77-year-old partnership between India and Brazil, recalling their shared role in global platforms
such as BRICS and G20. He referred to the recent [ICAR-EMBRAPA MoU as a milestone in strengthening collaboration across the agri-food
value chain. Drawing attention to the historical agricultural linkages between the two nations, he underlined the complementarities that make
the partnership stronger and stressed the importance of innovation-driven growth. He also outlined ICAR’s transformation, noting that the
organisation has advanced from 74 patents in 1996 to over 1,800 annually today, supported by incubation centres and more than 5,000
licensing agreements. Dr. Jat further emphasised that commercialization is not merely about generating revenue but about ensuring that
public-funded innovations reach end-users and deliver real impact. Calling Maitri 2.0 a two-way learning platform for co-creation, he
reaffirmed ICAR’s commitment to fostering an inclusive, innovative agri-food ecosystem that can contribute to global food security.

In his remarks, Ambassador Kenneth Nobrega expressed appreciation for [CAR’s initiative and stressed the strategic importance of building
synergies between the agritech ecosystems of India and Brazil. He noted that Maitri 2.0 reflects the broader strategic partnership between the
two nations and aligns with the shared vision of their leaders for cooperation in agriculture, emerging technologies, and food and nutritional
security. The Ambassador described the programme as a strategic step that strengthens bilateral ties while opening new opportunities for
collaboration.

Adding to the discussions, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director of [CAR—IARI, shared that the institute has supported more than 400 agri-startups,
helping to nurture ideas into innovations and sustainable business models. He stressed that agriculture should be viewed not only as a source of
livelihood but also as a business opportunity with immense potential for growth. Welcoming the Brazilian delegation, Dr. Neeru Bhushan,
ADG (IPTM), highlighted the shared challenges faced by both countries, including climate change, food security, and the need for sustainable
intensification of agriculture.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Vishwanathan Srinivasan, JD, ICAR-IARI, who acknowledged the contributions
of ICAR and the Embassy of Brazil in strengthening bilateral cooperation. The Maitri 2.0 programme, by bringing together innovators,
startups, and institutions from both countries, aims to build resilient food systems and empower farmers. It seeks to strengthen incubator
linkages, exchange best practices, promote co-incubation, and open new opportunities in sustainable agriculture, digital technologies, and
value-chain development, thereby advancing bilateral cooperation in the agri-innovation sector.

Maitri 2.0
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Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Highlights ‘One Nation — One Agriculture — One Team’ Vision in Delhi

Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers” Welfare, and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan chaired the ‘National
Agriculture Conference — Rabi Abhiyan 2025’ in New Delhi.

In his address, Shri Chouhan announced a foodgrain production target of 362.50 million tonnes for 2025-26, compared to 341.55 million
tonnes last year. He noted that India achieved a record 353.96 million tonnes in 2024-25, exceeding the target by 12.41 million tonnes, with
remarkable growth in Rice, Wheat, Maize, Groundnut, and Soybean. He added that fruit and vegetable production has also shown significant
improvement.

Describing the Rabi Conference as a true example of “One Nation — One Agriculture — One Team,” Shri Chouhan highlighted the importance
of Centre—State collaboration. This year’s two-day conference enabled deeper discussions on climate resilience, quality seeds, fertilisers,
natural farming, horticulture, and coordination of centrally sponsored schemes. He announced that State and UT-specific roadmaps will be
finalised through dedicated workshops, with focus on pulses and oilseeds productivity.

Shri Chouhan assured full Central support to States affected by recent floods and emphasized timely benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana. He confirmed the availability of 25 million metric tonnes of seeds against the requirement of 22.9 million tonnes for Rabi
sowing and assured that adequate fertiliser supplies will be maintained as per States’ needs.

He also announced the relaunch of the ‘Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan’ from October 3 to strengthen the ‘Lab to Land’ initiative. Over 2,000
teams of scientists, officials, and progressive farmers will visit villages to provide on-ground guidance for Rabi crops.

Highlighting India’s leadership in rice and wheat, Shri Chouhan called for renewed efforts to enhance productivity in pulses and oilseeds. He
mentioned ongoing reviews of cotton and soybean production and future plans for Rabi crops. The Minister also underlined strict enforcement
against counterfeit agro-inputs through joint Centre—State action.

The conference was attended by Agriculture Ministers from various States and Union Territories, Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare Secretary
Dr. Devesh Chaturvedi, and ICAR Director General Dr. M. L. Jat.
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Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, and Rural Development Shri

Shivraj Singh Chouhan Attends Launch of ‘Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivaar Abhiyaan’

Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, and Rural Development, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, virtually attended the
launch of the ‘Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivaar Abhiyaan’ at the Community Health Centre, Saket, New Delhi. The programme was
inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, on his 75" birthday, and Shri Chouhan, along with
other public representatives, watched the live telecast.

Shri Chouhan praised the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s dedication, discipline, and
visionary leadership, noting India’s progress toward becoming a prosperous, self-
reliant, and globally respected nation. Highlighting women’s welfare, he urged
women to participate in health check-ups, follow preventive care, maintain a

‘é?'dT a ASA nutritious diet, and practice yoga.
m I . The Hon’ble Union Minister also recalled the Prime Minister’s emphasis on
ETE WA ﬂ w3 aﬁ ‘Swadeshi’ and encouraged the use of indigenous products to strengthen the economy
and support an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. Shri Chouhan affirmed that the Abhiyaan
reflects the Government’s commitment to women’s empowerment and the creation of
healthy, resilient families.
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KRIBHCO HIGHLIGHTS

KRIBHCO convened its 45" Annual General
Meeting, a moment to honor the cooperative’s
journey, reflect on achievements, and chart a
roadmap for future growth under the mission of
‘SAHKAR SE SAMRIDDHI” — creating prosperity
through cooperation.

This AGM was particularly significant as it was the
first meeting under the newly reconstituted Board of
Directors. Chairman Shri V. Sudhakar Chowdary
highlighted key organizational milestones and
emphasized KRIBHCO’s commitment to
empowering farmers, strengthening cooperative
networks, and promoting sustainable agricultural
practices. During his address, he shared that the
Society reported a pre-tax profit of ¥692.74 crore and
declared a 20% dividend for all member societies,
while selling 51.80 LMT of fertilizers in 2024-25,
reinforcing its position as a key player in the
agricultural sector.

Following this, Managing Director Shri S. S. Yadav
addressed the gathering, sharing his vision to further
strengthen the Society and enhance its profitability,
ensuring continued growth and value creation for all
member societies and stakeholders.

{ The event also recognized exceptional contributions to the cooperative movement through the KRIBHCO Sahkarita Awards 2025,
with Shri Arvindbhai Tagadiya receiving the Sahkarita Shiromani Award and Smt. Shailjadevi D. Nikam honored with the
Sahkarita Vibhushan Award.

The meeting served not only as a platform to review financial and operational performance but also to celebrate the spirit of
cooperation that defines KRIBHCO, inspiring all stakeholders to continue driving growth, innovation, and prosperity across
India’s farming community.
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Shri S. S. Yadav Appointed as KRIBHCO Managing Director

KRIBHCO announced the appointment of Shri S. S. Yadav as Managing Director, w.e.f.
24" September 2025. Shri Yadav brings extensive experience in leadership and public
management. He is an Indian Telecom Services officer of the 1989 UPSC batch, and holds a
Master’s in Public Management from the London School of Economics. Shri Yadav has
served in senior positions in the Government of India, including roles in the Telecom Sector,
National Disaster Management Authority, and the Election Commission of India. He Has

worked as Director(HR) of KRIBHCO Since 2019.
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An international delegation from Oman, led by H.E. Mr. Mulham Al Jarf, Deputy
President for Investment at Oman Investment Authority (OIA) and Chairman of OQ’s
Board of Directors, along with H.E. Mr. Ashraf Al Mamari, Group CEO of OQ, visited
KRIBHCO Bhawan on 3" October 2025. Shri S. S. Yadav, Managing Director, warmly
welcomed the delegation. Shri Manish Kumar, Director (Finance), was also present
during the visit, highlighting KRIBHCO’s commitment to engagement with prominent

international stakeholders in the agricultural and energy sectors.

OIA is the sovereign investment fund of the Sultanate of Oman, while OQ is the state-
owned energy vertical driving Oman’s strategic energy initiatives. During the visit, the
Omani delegation extended warm congratulations to Shri S. S. Yadav on his recent
appointment as Managing Director, recognizing his leadership in advancing

KRIBHCO’s operational and strategic growth.
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KRIBHCO Leadership Visits Stall at International Trade Show

Shri S. S. Yadav, Managing Director, and Shri V. S. R. Prasad, Director (Marketing), KRIBHCO, visited the KRIBHCO stall at the
International Trade Show, held from 25" to 29" September 2025 at India Expo Mart, Greater Noida. The visit was further attended by senior
management members, officials from various departments, and distinguished dignitaries. The event provided an excellent platform for many
visitors to gain knowledge about KRIBHCO’s products, showcasing the cooperative’s commitment to engagement and awareness.
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KRIBHCO in Action Across the Nation

KRIBHCO continues to empower armers through initiatives, including Farmers’ Meetings, Group Discussions, Dealers’
Conferences, etc. These programmes strengthen knowledge exchange, promote best practices, and support farmers in adopting
sustainable and productive agricultural methods.
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